USS WILHOITE

DE-DER 397

Hi There:
I'm sitting at my computer wondering what in the world I could write about that
would interest both shipmates and sponses or a friend.

I don't know about you all but the weather has been up to 100 a few times and
believe me you sure don't want to be mowing your lawn or pulling weeds, which I had
to do, butI was in the house by 9:30 or 10:00. Boy does a cold glass of water taste
so good!!! I'm having a fairly good summer. Just have not gone anywhere except
doctor, doctor and doctor.

We did have quite a bit of rain to start the summer, but then it quit. Today August 1 it
has rained a little. I know when the sun comes back out, I'm going to have to mow
again and pull weeds. Does't that sound just peachy keen. Enough of this and I wish
some of you sailors would write me some stories.

The December newsletter will give you a rundown of all the happengings at the Dallas
reunion.

I'm enclosing reunion information again, in case someone else might want to come.
We have approximately 25 coming. Going to have a great reunion in Dallas.

I'm still interested in getting the USS Wilhoite a cookbook, but I've only gotten a
couple of recipes. I need all kinds. Surely you have relatives or your Mom's recipes

that has good ones that you could share If you are interested in getting one free of
charge, then get me recipes.

Hope to see you in Dallas!!!

"Smooth Sailing" Liz



THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATIONS! IT GOES A LONG WAY TO

HELP ON EXPENSIVES

Alcorn Michael (2025)
Berry David (2024)
Caldwell Brenda (2025)
Caldwell John (2025)
Compton Ed (2025)
Cusato Paul (2025)
Dutchuk John (2024)
Frederiksen Geri (2025)
Gennetti Fred (2024)
Gergens Steve (2025)
Horch Linda (2025)
Huff Roland (2025)
Hydro John (2025)
Johnson Mary (2025)
Knight James (2025)
Long Leroy (2025)
Marcotte Donald (2024)
Markley Ray (2025)
Mauldin Connie
McMurdo James (2025)

Morrissey Tom (2025)
Mullin James (2024)
Murphy Obie (2025)
Owens William (2024)
Parker David (2025)
Payson David (2025)
Pohl Art (2025)

Rider Elisabeth (2025)
Robinson Lee (2024)
Rott Donna (2025)

Shanahan, Jr John (2025)

Silhan Peter (2024)
Thompson Ross (2026)
Throm Larry (2024)
Torriglia Paul (2027)
Valiant Martha (2025)
West Helen (2025)
Wickizer Larry (2026)
Yonkofski Ben (2024)
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STRIKE ONE, STRIKE TWO, STRIKE THREE, YOU'RE OUT
Sent to us by Frank Roche  (From somone we really miss)
This does not describe a trip to a baseball game but the task assigned to the U.S. Navy Seals on the
night of 12 April 2009. Described as "untrained teenagers with pistols and AK-47's" four Somali pirates
took the U.S. civilian ship MAERSK ALABAMA hostage.

After offering himself as hostage to gain his crew's release Captain Richard Phillips of Burlington,
Vermont boarded a lifeboat with the four pirates. The USS Bainbridge arrived a few hours later, the
USS Boxer and USS Halyburton arrived a few days later. On 11 April 2009 NAVY SEALS parachuted
from C-17's and boarded the Bainbridge.

Now out of fuel and drifting out to sea the pirates allowed a tow line from the Bainbridge to be
attached to the lifeboat. Big mistake. Unknown to the pirates and under the cover of darkness the
Bainbridge crew began to reel them in. Now within 80 feet and very choppy seas the Seals fired almost
in unison. The result: three pirates, three rounds, three dead bodies. Although this was a task in the
international spotlight the Seals do many, many more assignments that will never be known. A tip of
the hat to all US Navy Seals for a job well done.

P.S. The fourth pirate is lucky there are only three strikes in base
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"TRIBUTE FINALLY PAID"
Sent by Frank Roche

On June 6, 1944 the amphibious invasion of Normandy began. Using "Higgins boats," the
flat-bottomed LCVP's (Landing Craft, Vehicle, Personnel) the United States Navy transported all the men
and material to the beach. It was one of the most costly Allied victories of World War II. One
thousand sixty eight (1,068) American sailors were killed during the landings. The Naval Order learned
that of all the branches of the Armed Forces that fought there, the United States Navy was the only one
without a tribute. That all changed on 27 September 2008 when the Navy D-Day NORMANDY
MONUMENT was dedicated. It is a fitting tribute to the service and sacrifice of the United States Navy
at Utah Beach, Normandy, France. A big thumbs up to the Navy Orde.

For more information on The Naval Order and the availability of the special DVD Navy Heroes of
Normandy go to http://www.navalorder.org/



U.S. Navy Lines Up 34 New Warships, Outpacing Every Rival Fleet
The US Navy pours billions of dollars to innovating and shipbuilding

every year.

These new vessels include advanced destroyers, next-generation aircraft carriers, and cutting-edge
attack submarines.

To maintain its position as the strongest navy on the planet, the US Navy must constantly innovate.
Billions of dollars are being poured into this endeavor every year. As a result, the US Navy has one of
the best shipbuilding pipelines on the planet. It includes advanced destroyers, next-generation
aircraft carriers, and cutting-edge attack submarines.

These ships and subs will be the newest additions to the strongest Navy in the world. Here, 24/7
Wall St. is taking a closer look at the US Navy and which ships and submarines will be the future of
its fleet. (These Naval Ships Have Been Operating for Longer Than You‘ve Been Alive.

The United States is the preeminent naval power on Earth due to its constant innovation, fleet size,
and global reach. The U.S. Navy is constantly churning out new ships and submarines to add to its
ranks, each outfitted with the newest technology and defense systems. Here, 24/7 Wall St. is taking
a closer look at some of the future ships that are on the horizon.

Knowing the most recent ships and submarines to enter the U.S. Navy is important for understanding
the state of national security in the United States. Also the Navy is primarily how the United States
projects power across vast distances and maintains a secure balance within the global
community.Knowing the most recent ships and submarines to enter the U.S. Navy is important for
understanding the state of national security in the United States. Also the Navy is primarily how the
United States projects power across vast distances and maintains a secure balance within the global
community.Knowing the most recent ships and submarines to enter the U.S. Navy is important for
understanding the state of national security in the United States. Also the Navy is primarily how the
United States projects power across vast distances and maintains a secure balance within the global
community.

To determine the future warships and submarines of the U.S. Navy, 24/7 Wall St. reviewed the

Upcoming U.S. Navy Commissionings, a military data site.



Here is a look at the ships and submarines that will be entering the U.S. Navy in the coming
years:
Why Are We Covering This?
NEW NAVY SHIPS FOR 2025
in 2025, the U.S. Navy plans to introduce several new ships, including: Two Flight III Arleigh Burke

guided missile destroyers for $5.4 billion. One Block VI Virginia-class nuclear attack submarine for $4.6
billion. One San Antonio-class amphibious warship for $2.1 billion. One America-class big-deck
amphibious assault ship for $3.7 billion. Three John Lewis-class fleet oilers for $2.73 billion. Eight
Block I Landing Ships Medium for $1.8 billion.

Additionally, the Navy's overall plan includes acquiring 85 new ships at an estimated cost of $1 trillion.
The new aircraft carrier, CVN 80, is also set to launch in 2025. Knowing the most recent ships and
submarines to enter the U.S. Navy is important for understanding the state of national security in the
United States. Also the Navy is primarily how the United States projects power across vast distances
and maintains a secure balance within the global community.
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the U.S. Navy is set to launch it next aircraft carrier, CVN 80, later this year. In a change from the
planned USS Enterprise name, the vessel will now be named after the Senior Advisor to the President
Elon Musk.

/

The U.S. Navy will name its next aircraft carrier the USS Musk according to an executive order to be
issued later todays. The vessel, which was originally to be christened the USS Enterprise (CVN 80), is
expected to be launched by Huntington Ingalls Industries (HII) in November. It will be the first carrier
named after a serving Senior Advisor to the President.

The executive order on ship naming will follow on from a draft order in February entitled ‘Make
Shipbuilding Great Again’. That order addressed the imbalance in shipbuilding between the United States
and China. President Trump said at the time “We used to make so many ships. We don’t make them
anymore very much, but we're going to make them now and faster".



USS Arizona (SSN 803)

Class: Columbia-class

Unit type: Ballistic missile submarine
Status: Keel Laid Jun '22
Construction site: Groton, CT

USS Arkansas (SSN 800)

USS Arkansas
Status: Under Construction
Construction site: Newport News, VA



USS Doris Miller (CVN 81)
OClass: Gerald Ford-Class
Status: Under Construction

USS Harrisburg (LPD 30)

Class: San Antonio-class
Status: Under Construction
Construction site: Pascagoula, MS



USS Jeremic Denton (DDG 129)

Class: Arleigh Burke-class
Status: Christened 6/25
Construction site: Pascoula, MS

USS Fallujah (LHA 9)

Class: America-class
Status: Keel Laid Sep '23
Construction site: Pascagoula, MS



Naval chief nominee says U.S. Navy needs sailors, ships, new weapons
July 24 (UPI) -- The U.S. Navy needs to complete its shipbuilding program and modernize its weapons
systems to effectively address the nation's defense needs, Adm. Daryl Caudle told the Senate Armed
Services Committee.

Committee members questioned Caudle on Thursday morning to consider his nomination for
Chief of Naval Operations and reappointment to the grade of admiral.

"I view this nomination as a solemn opportunity to ensure the nation's maritime dominance
never is surpassed by competitors or adversaries," Caudle told the committee during his opening
comments.

"Our sailors are the Navy's most enduring competitive advantage," Caudle said. "A stronger
Navy means a more effective fleet."

"He said his father was an Army veteran who served in the Korean War and passed on the
importance of service to protect American families and their way of life from harm."

Recruitment standards, shipbuilding

Committee Chairman Roger Wicker, R-Miss., said the Navy has lowered its recruitment
standards in recent years to enable more people to join its ranks.

"He asked how Caudle might ensure the Navy does not permanently rely on lowered
standards?

"Caudle said the Navy has not lowered its standards but instead has increased access."

"All that graduate from boot camp meet the rigorous standards of that course to the letter," he
told Wicker.



Navy Chief Nominee - Cont

Munitions and maintenance

Fischer also asked what the Navy could do to ensure it has an ample supply of munitions to
quickly replace those that are expended during naval operations.

King said the Navy has "way too many sole-source vendors that are underproducing” munitions
due to difficulties with obtaining the materials needed to make them.

"We need to work through that," King said, adding that the Navy needs to streamline production for
greater efficiency.

"We roll a Ford F-150 off the assembly line every 20 hours, but it takes greater than a year to
build an SM-6" missile, he added. "It's just unacceptable."

Sen. Mazie Hirono, D-Hawaii, asked about drydock construction in Hawaii and what Caudle
would do to complete an under-construction drydock there on time to ensure Naval vessels can use it
for  maintenance and repairs.

Caudle called the drydock a national asset and said he shares Hirono's concern regarding the
importance of the drydock and getting it completed for as close to its budget as possible.

Weapons systems modernization

Sen. Ted Budd, R-N.C., asked how Caudle might incorporate unmanned weapons systems to
counter naval growth among the nation's potential adversaries.

"There is no question that unmanned robotic autonomous systems will be part of any modern
. warfare going forward," Caudle answered.

: He said they are used in the Russia-Ukraine war, in space and Middle East conflicts.

"We're all learning from this," he said. "Everyone is, including our adversaries."

He said the Navy must invest in robotic autonomous weapons systems and ensure the
command structure and operational systems are in place to maximize their effectiveness.

During his questioning, King suggested directed-energy weapons are the "future" of naval
warfare and asked Caudle what his position might be regarding their development and use.

"A directed-energy shot is much cheaper than a $4 million missile," but the Biden
administration "grossly underfunded" development of the weapons system, King said.

Caudle responded that his master's degree is in directed energy and his thesis was on
high-powered lasers.

"T've not seen the Navy do an adequate amount of effort translating the research and
development into hipboard use," he said.

"1f confirmed, I will make that a priority because it is the infinite magazine, especially against
certain targets," Caudle said.



Navy Chief Nominee - Cont

Admiral, you just got my vote," King responded.

The morning confirmation hearing lasted for more than two hours.

Before the confirmation hearing, Sen. Jim Banks, R-Ind., met with Caudle and in a news
release said the admiral "knows a stronger Navy means a safer America."

Caudle is a four-star admiral and would replace former Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Lisa
Franchetti.

If confirmed, Caudle would control a naval fleet that is 14 times smaller than the Chinese fleet
and has experienced

f confirmed, Caudle would control a naval fleet that is 14 times smaller than the Chinese fleet
and has experienced costly shipbuilding delays, according to Politico.
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richard H. May (LTjg USNR, 1957-59)
Served on USS Wilhoite June 1957 - June 1958

On the night of October 7, 1957 while performing its radar picket duties in the Gulf of Alaska,
Wilhoite radar men detected the launch vehicle for the first Russian Sputnik although we had no idea
what it was when it appeared on our screens, I seem to recall I was the watch officer in CIC during
the incident.

It got us pretty excited because of its extreme velocity never before observed and then it
disappeared. We hurriedly reported this phenomenon to the beach, and in short order were told, in
effect, to shut up and just keep reporting.....probably a love letter from the CIA! Later, the news
came out. Hope this adds to the pleasure of your website.

Richard H. May (LTjg USNR, 1957-59)
Served on USS Wilhoite June 1957 - June 1958



The two Boeing 747s currently used to carry the President of the United States are set to be
replaced within the next few years. The present planes are heavily modified Boeing 747-200 aircraft
designated VC-25A. The type is the latest to be nominated for Presidential usage after winning a
competition against McDonnell Douglas with its DC-10 for the role. They were delivered during the
administration of President George H. W. Bush in 1990 and have been flown by all five subsequent
US Presidents.

Citing "capability gaps, rising maintenance costs, and parts obsolescence," the US Air Force
ordered two of the newest Queen of the Skies models, the Boeing 747-8i (intercontinental) jumbo
jets, to replace the final two Boeing 747-200s to roll off the assembly line in Everett, Washington.

A complete overhaul

The two airframes selected for the program have never flown for a commercial airline. They
were initially built for Transaero, a Russian airline, which filed for bankruptcy before the aircraft
could be delivered, leading to the jumbo jets being stored in California. As the latest models with no
significant service history, they became the ideal proposal when the US Air Force came looking for a
replacement for its aging 747-200s.

The planes are being modified for the new role at a Boeing facility in Texas. Due to national
security reasons, details of the overhaul are being kept secret. However, based on published
documents and publicly available information, there are several upgrades expected.

As a baseline, the latest model has several distinct advantages over its predecessor in terms
of performance, with significantly reduced consumption and 1,000 nautical miles of additional range:

The modification process is already well underway, and Boeing is currently hiring positions for
the program, including a structure mechanic and manufacturing line manager at its San Antonio
facility.

What is going to be inside?

Based on information from Boeing, the new aircraft will feature updated iterations of several critical
features of its predecessor. There are several main objectives the plane must accomplish
uncompromisingly. Deliver a secure command center for executive operations, keep the aircraft aloft
indefinitely via air-to-air refueling, and be able to land at airports worldwide with minimal to
nonexistent facilities thanks to a self-contained baggage loader and front and aft airstairs.






