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REMINDER - 2023 DONATIONS ARE DUE

Wilhoite Shipmates:

Hey Guy's T have not received enough interest in 2023 reunion in the San Diego area. So far I have
only 6 have said they were coming and only 3 of those were from West Coast and we have 6 active
members from OR, WA. Those that said they would come I have not heard from. It takes time to
plan something and We can't do it in about 3-4 weeks time. I need to start now. We need at least 20
to get discounted tickets and hotel/motel rooms. Plus I have to track down transportation. So please
let me know by February 15, 2023 if you are planning on coming. If I don't have at least 20-25 by the
15th, we will not have a 2023 reunion unless someone else wants to do it. Then it will fall on Tom
Morrissey's shoulders for 2024 in Lincoln, NE. I am enclosing another form to fill out for your interest
to help me decide on what you want to do and I need that back as soon as possible.

I'm enclosing another form for any that did not fill out one before.This for a special quilt made
especially for you for your service to your country. In some areas they are running behind and it may

take month or so to receive and you need to have patience.

For those that have not received their quilt, but filled out form, please let me know, so I can follow up
on them.

We had 4 winners on the contest. Cindy Thompson, Ray Markley, Bob Johnson and Fred Genetti.

"Smooth Sailing"
Liz




DUES PAID UNTIL 2023
As you can see several have not paid their dues for 2023. This will be last
newsletter unless dues/donations have been received by the March April May
newsletter. If you think you have paid for 2023, then please let either Dana

or myself know.

Alcorn Michael (2023)
Baker Billy (2022)

Berry David (2022)
Bunker Rita (2022)
Caldwell Brenda (2023)
Caldwell John (2023)
Candor Raymond (2022)
Cusato Paul (2023)
Dougher Thomas (2022)
Dutchuk John (2023)
Dyson Al (2022)
Frederiksen Geri (2023)
Gennetti Fred (2023)
Gergens Steve (2023)
Hagee Charles (2023)
Hawes Eugene (2022)
Heller Richard (2022)
Horch Linda (2023)
Huf Roland (2023)
Huml Vincent (2023)
HydroJohn (2023)
Johnson Robert (2023)
Knight James (2022)
Layton Geoffrey (2022)
Long Leroy (2022)

Markley Ray (2023)
Mauldin Connie (2022)
Morlock Fred (2022)
Morrisse Tom (2022)
MullinJames (2022)
Murphy Obie (2022)
Owens William (2023)
Parker David (2023)
Payne Gary (2023)
Payson David (2023)
Payton Johnny (2023)
Pohl Art (2023)

Rider Elisabeth (2023)
Robi nson Lee (2023)
Ruel Donald A. (2023)
Shanahan, Jr John (2023)
Shuck Donald L. (2023)
Silhan Peter (2023)
SmithRaymond (2023)
Syverso Norris (2023)
Thompson Ross (2024)
Throm Larry (2023)
Torriglia Paul (2026)
Valiant Martha (2023)
Yonkofski Ben (2023)
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WILLIAM OWENS

(On left)
I joined the Navy on the delayed entry program and boarded a bus from Steubenville, Ohio to
Pittsburgh, PA on Nov 10, 1966. The day before Veterans Day. A group of us from surrounding
towns were put on a train from Pittsburgh overnight to Chicago. Spent 13 weeks at Great Lakes
Naval Training Center. Got orders to Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.

At Pearl Harbor, myself and three guys from my Boot Camp company went aboard the USS
Wilhoite DER 397 around 23:00. Spent 2 years aboard, two West Pac cruises during which time
making Market time patrols off the coast of Vietnam searching junks for weapons and
ammunition. We patrolled the Taiwan Straits. Traveling to Maui, Guam, Hong Kong, Sasebo,
Japan, Subic Bay Philippines, Kaohsiung and Keelung, Taiwan, DaNang, Qui Nhon and Nha Be
Vietnam until I made BM 3. While on patrol in Vietnam our ship chased a North Vietnamese
Trawler until it went aground on a sand bar. At which time during the night we returned fire
along with a destroyer, A Coast Guard cutter and numerous helicopter gunships.

The next morning jets were dropping napalm around it. The trawler was later found to have
millions of rounds of ammunition and arms while ashore a battalion of North Vietnamese waiting
for it. Our ship received the Navy Unit Citation for its action. Good Ship, good Captain and good
crew.



WILLIAM OWENS

(cont)

Shortly after making 3rd class I received orders to go to Vietnam and at the time we were off
the coast of Vietnam. While on 30 days leave I met a lady who would later become my wife. Flew
to California for survival training at Camp Pendleton, CA and later flew to Saigon, Vietnam. Got
transferred to Naval Support Activity Hha Be Vietnam. Spent a couple weeks on the local rivers
delivering sujpplies and recovered an abandoned PBR and brought it back to base to be repaired.
On another trip on the river we exchanged fire during two fireflights with VC. After returning to
base I was put in charge of spray painting boats, jeeps and buildings until I made BM 2. Put in
charge of the Sail Loft at that time until leaving for home on January 21, 1970.

Flew into Pittsburgh and there waiting along with my Dad was the girl I met on leave. Joined
the Naval reserve to finish my 6 years. After several years I received a letter from the late Frank
Roche about the reunions. Attended our first in Norfolk, VA. Been married 51 years with two
children and two granddaughters.

I enjoyed the Navy and the shipmates. Miss the sea and the salt air.

DON SHUCK

1957-1961 BMSN
In 1957 I joined the Navy and went to San Diego for my boot camp.

After boot camp I was stationed at ISCF at Pearl Harbor for 3 or 4 months. Then to the DER
Bristor 327 in Pearl for 2 !/2 years. In early 1960 I was transferred to the Wilhoite and west on to
Deep Freeze 61. I was disharged in June 61.

After the navy I went into floorcovering until I retired February 2007.
Married my High School sweetheart and were married 57 years until her death 2020. We have 4

sons, 9 grandchildren and 6 great grandchildren.
I now and always have lived in Colorado Springs.



A
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JAMES KNIGHT

1964-1970
BURIEN, WA

DAVID PARKER'S WRITEUP

I was in the navy from early 1960 to 1964. I think I remember your husband Liz, a 1st Class BM
not sure though. I spent 3 months on housekeeping in Hawaii, Bonham Air Station then the next 3 1/2
years was spent on the USS Wilhoite as 3rd class snipe engineman A Gang.

On my first week on the ship myself and a few others went to town and had a few beers. When
we got back to the ship we came aboard ship by climbing the forward bow lines. The Officer of the day
caught us and we got a little extra duty.

I remember beating the USS Enterprise in baseball. They sure didn't like it.

Another time we were bringing in items for the stores and we directed 8 watermelons to #2
Engine room and we ate them. They were suppose to be for the Officers. They announced no Liberty
until they were returned. Some of the shipmates were pretty upset, but we could not return them. A
little friction from the married men.

Some friends that I remember are Robert Rice, Robert Craftan, Richard Lacy, Mike Farbr, Jim
Goodwin, Otis Jennings, JJ Wadsworth, Keith Orem, Herman Husband, Joe Garthis, Forrest Fuller.

One bad experience that I had was on mid-watch two young men got into some trouble and were
going to be dishonorably discharged. They were doing extra duty in the Engineroom. I was to keep
watch on them and caught one hanging and had to cut him down. The other one had cut his wrist.
That was a bad experience for me and I had to have a couple of drinks after that. Too many things like
this happened or I might had stayed in the Navy. I could write a book on my time on the Wilhoite and
Navy Times.

I was only 16 when I enlisted. When I got out did a little bar tending, brakman on railroad in
Champ., IL. Sold insurance, had a Orkin office then sold wholesale wine and whiskey from 1969 to
2009 in Ft. Smith and Northwest Arkansas. Married my wonderful wife Jenne in 1966. We have 3
children, Richard, Philip and Melissa. 9 grandchildren and 6 great grandchildren and not one ugly one in
the bunch.



DECOMMISSIONING
CEREMONY

UsS WILHOITE
DER-397)




Ceremony on the occasion of
the

Decommissicning
Invocation
National Anthem

Remarks ond Readings of Orders
LCDR D. H. GRIFFIN, USN

Decommissioning Ordered
Securing the Watch
Sounding of Retreat ocnd Hauling Down of the Colars
and Commission Pennant
Presentation of Colors end Commission Pennant
Decommissioning Report

Acceptance of Ship and Remarks

Benediction



BIOGRAPHY OF LIEUTENANT COMMANDER D. H. GRIFFIN, USN

Lieutenant Commander D. H. GRIFFIN, USN, assumed command
of USS WILHOITE (DER-397) on 31 December 1967 in Apra Harbor,
Guam, during the WILHOITE's return to Pearl Harbor from deploy-
ment with the U. S. SEVENTH Fleet. He came to WILHOITE from
duty as Executive Officer, USS STRONG (DD-758).

Lieutenant Commander GRIFFIN was born in New York, New
York and upon completion of elementary and secondary school-
ing, he enrolled in Brown University in September of 1952.

It was at Brown University that Lieutenant Commander GRIFFIN
entered the Navy through the Naval Reserve Officer Training
Corps program. He participated in that program through grad-
uation when he was awarded a Bachelor of Science degree in
chemistry and was commissioned an Ensign in the regular Navy
in: June: 19357

Upon commissioning, Lieutenant Commander GRIFFIN received
orders to the USS BROWNSON (DD-868) where he was assigned the
billet of Damage Contrcl Aseistant and later as Engineering
Officer. 1In 1960, Lieutenant Commander GRIFFIN was ordered
to the USS ABILITY (MS0-519) where he served as Executive
Officer until 1961. Completion of this tour of duty as
Executive Officer brought Lieutenant Commander GRIFFIN to
his first command.

From 1961 until 1963, Licutenant Commander GRIFFIN served
as Commanding Officer of the USS FRIGATEBIRD (MSC-191) ocperating
out of Little Creek, Virginia. Upon completion of this tour of
duty, he was subsequently ordered tec his first tour of shore
duty. Lieutenant Commander GRIFFIN served from 1963 until 1966
in the Bureau of Naval Personnel in Washington, D.C. and from
there was ordered to duty as Executive Officer of the USS
STRONG (DD-758). Lieutenant Commander GRIFFIN will report
to Commander, U.S. SEVENTH Fleet as Aide and Flag Secretary.

Lieutenant Commander GRIFFIN is married to the former,
Miss Gail Schriver of Whitmire, South Carolima. They currently
reside with their three children in Honolulu, Hawaii.



FORMER COMMANDING OFFICERS

Commanding Officers of the USS Wilhoite (DE 397)
LCDR Eli B. Rotn USN, 82734. from 16 December 1943 to 15
December 1944

LCDR Robert W. Whales, USNR, 102026, From 15 December 1944 to
8 February 1945

LCDR Raymond W. Dudley, USNR, 102751, from 8 February 1945 to
7 March 1945

LCDR Robertson G. Moore, USNR, 97868, From 7 March 1945 to
7 December 1945

LCDR Charles R. Horch, USNR, 108097, From 7 December 1945 to
25 January 1946

LCDR Jack E. Kennedy, USN, 123727, from 25 January 1946 to

19 June 1946

COMMANDING OFFICERS OF USS WILHOITE (DER-397) RECOMMISSIONED
29 January 1955

LCDR Lambert V. Forde, from 29 Janury 1955 to___ October 1955

LCDR Dan "J" Rienstra, Jr. ,USN, from October 1955 to
29 May 1958

LCDR R. D. Mc Crary, USN, from 19 May 1958 to 7 November 1959

CDR Charles H. Willis, USN, from 7 November 1959 to 22 July 1961

CDR Robert L. Thorson, USN, from 22 July 1961 to 29 July 1961 to 29 July 1962
CDR Frank C. Mead, USN, From 29 July 1962 to 31 December 1963

CDR Howard N. Kay, USN, from 31 December 1963 to 22 August 1965

LCDR James E. Fernandes, USB, from August 1965 to 2 December 1966

LCDR Rdyrl E. Hays, USN, from 2 December 1966 to 31 Dece,ber 1966
LCDR David H. Griffin, USN, from 31 December 1967 until decommissioned in 1969



HISTORY OF USS WILHOITE (DER-397)

USS WILHOITE (DER=397) is a radar equipped destroyer
escort designed primarily for patrolling and searching.
This type vessel has proven most useful as a patrol unit
on Operation MARKET TIME off the coast of South Vietnam
2nd in the Taiwan Straits as a part of the long estab-
lished neutrality patrol.

WILHOITE was initialliy commissioned on 16 December
1943 at Houston, Texas znd is named for an early World
War I1 Naval Hero, Ensign Thomas M, WILHOITE, USNR, who
was killed while piloting a Navy fighter plane during
the 1942 invasion of North Africa. USS WILHOITE (DER-397)
was first assigned to Atlantic CONVOYysS as Cconvoy escort
in 1944, While on this duty, WILHOITE had the distinction
of being in the longest single World War Il engagement with
2n enemy submarine. WILHOITE sunk the submarine after a
20 day battle and was awarded a Presidential Unit Citation.

WILHOITE was transferred to Pacific waters for further
escort duty at the end of hostilities in the Atlantic.
When World War IT ended, she was decommissioned and placed
in the Atlantic Reserve Fleet.

WILHOITE was converted to a radar picket escort and,
on 2 September 1954, was recommissioned as DER-397. She
joined Escort Squadron FIVE based in Seattle, Washington
and worked as a unit of rhe Continental Air Defense Command
In March 1959, WILHOITE was transferred to Pearl Harbor and
operated &s a unit of the Distant Early Warning (DEW) line.
In 1961, she was attached to Operation DEEP FREEZE and
served &s a Rescue and Wavigational Aid Ship in the cold
waters near the Antarctic continent.

When ships were mo longer needed for Distant Early
Warning, WILHOLTE was reassigned in May 1965 to general
duty with the U. S. SEVENTH Fleet. One month later she
made her first cruise as a unit of the U. S. SEVENTH
Fleet and commenced her MARKET TIME patrols. Since then,
she has deployed annually from Pearl Harbor in May or June
and returned the following January. During the first two
years, duties were confined to MARKET TIME patrols of the
coast of South Vietnam to prevent the infiltration of

weapons and ammunition to the Viet Cong by way of the
sea,



These cruises hatve included visits to Hong Kong,
Kaohsiung, Taiwan, Bangkok, Subic Bay, and Japan. The
home port time in Pearl Harbor was utilized in repair,
training, and preparing for the next cruise with the
SEVENTH Fleet. In 1967, the SEVENTH Fleet operations
of the DER's were expanded and, in addition to the
MARKET TIME patrols, WILHOITE also was assigned Station
Ship Hong Kong and a unit of the Taiwan Straits patrol.

During the 1967 deployment in July, WILHOITE became
involved as a major unit in the capture of a North Viet~
namese trawler attempting to infiltrate automatic weapons
and ammunition to the Viet Cong. The trawler, wicth its
cargo intact, was passed to the Vietnamese by the U. S,
Navy and later put on display in Danang, South Vietnam.
Several personnel of the WILHOLTE were awarded medals
by the government of South Vietnam and the Navy Achieve-

ment Medal with Combat device by the U. S. Government
for this action.

In June of 1968, WILHOITE once again deployed to the
SEVENTH Fleet where she participated in three patrols
with Operation MARKET TIME, two patrols as a unit of the
Taiwan patrol, and one tour of duty as Station Ship Hong Kong
before returning to Pearl Harbor in February 1969. During
this deployment, WILHOITE was commended for outstanding per-
formance by Vice Admiral W. F. BRINGE, Commander, U. -S.
SEVENTH Fleet, Rear Admiral W. T. RAPP, Commander, Patrocl
Forces, U. S. SEVENTH Fleet, and Vice Admiral HSIEH Chu~-
Nien, Commander of the Chinese Fleet.



DECOMMISSIONING PROGRAM

ROSTER OF OFFICERS AND MEN UPON DECOMMISSIONING

LCDR D. H. GRIFFIN, USN
LT W. H. TREDICK, USN

LT P.L. WATKINS, USK LT R.P. KURTH, USN

LTJG "J""B" ABSTON, USN LTJG P.A. SILHAN, USNR

LTJG R.L, NCRVELLE, USNR LTJC D.M. RUSH, USNR

LTJG G.W. LAYTON, SC, USNR LTJG P.P. WILLIAMS, Jr., USNR
LTJC S. BISEOP, USNR ENS C.E. HUGCINS, USNR

ENS A.J. SIMMS, USNR

ENCS R. T. WIXSON, USN

ENC C.L. FREDERICK, USN RMC J.J. GRENNAN, USN

ETC C.V. MC KERNS, USN SHC W.X. STEWART, Jr., USN
CSC W. RALPE, USN EMC M.C. NUESTRO, USN

STC L.O. HANSON, USN DKC F.H. ANGEO, HUSN

RM1 D. M. WISELY, USN

ENI R.L. NAY, USN EM1(SS) J.D. JONES, USN

1C1 E.J. PLAZA, USN SK1 C.J. SMITH, BLSN

EN1 L.A. JARRINS, USN EN1 B.E. SARGENT, USN

RDL G.A. BURRIS, USN ¥NL R.W. NOLEN, USN

HM1 W.E. WEST, USN RM1 W.H. CREENE, USN

SML W.S. HUMMEL, USN DC1 A.B. MC HALE, USN

SD1 B.G. PASION, USN SMI C.H. SANTIAGO, USN
CS$2 L. B. BISBOP, USN

QM2 S.D. AUSTIN, USHN PC2 D.E. BEYER, USN

GMG2 J.L. BLANKENSHIP, USN ¢S2 0.5. CABATBAT, USN

EN2 R.D. CANNON, USHN RD2 R."D" CEAPPEL, USN

EM2 B.L. CROSSWHITE, USN QM2 T."D" EATON, USM

RM2 S.M. EBERSOLE, USN MM2 C.L. GRAY, USN

ETN2 R.L. HARDING, USN ENZ L.K. HARPER, USN

EN2 D.E. HORVATH, USN 1C2 R.D. JOHNSOX, USN

EN2 E.J. LLOYD, USN EN2 L.W. LOKG, USN

I1G2 R.A. MARKLEY, USN RM2 S.J. RADJENOVIC, USN

QM2 D.K. RHODES, USKN BM2Z F.J. ROCHE, USN

RD2 T.M. MORRISSEY, USN BT2 L.G. ROGERS, U3SN

EN2 T.L. STEGER, USK MR2 J.A. STEINFORT, USHN

ETR2 C.T. STORY, Jr., USN RM2Z B.W. YONKGFSKL, USN

SHL3 T.W. ARLEDGE, USN EN3 R.L. BEED, USN

SM3 A.K. CECIL, USN SK3 R.L. CHRTSTENSEN, USHN

SHL3 B.R. DAVIDSCN, USN ETR3 R.J. ERCEK, USN

PC3 J.W. FOX, USN EM3 R.S. GRUBB, USN

EN3 H.E. HAFER, USN RM3 R.A. HERMAN, USN

RD3 D.L. JENSEN, USN EN3 3.G. LEISER, Jr,, USK

RD3 D.R. LUAT, USN EN3 D.E. MIDGORDEN, USN

B¥3 R.E. MONTGOMERY, USN EN3 D.L. MYERS, USN

YN3 W.F. PAPENFUS, USN EM3 D.D. RODARTE, USN

EN3 M.S. STOKES, uUSN SD3 V.I. SARMIENTO, USN

STG3 T.E. THOMPSON, USN SFP3 D.L. WEDDING, USN

SFP3 R.K. WERMELSXIRCHEN, USKR SK1 W.W. WILLIS, USN

ETN3 J.A. YEANEY, USN






