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WHERE ARE OUR USS WILHOITE 397 SHIPMATES?

&  When I told Tom I would send this out, I did not know that I was
going to have problems and couldn't type very well due to a nerve
proglem. My handwriting was even worse, so if you find mistakes
y please forgive me. I've been doing this a little at a time.

_, Anyway, my thoughts are very disappointing in that when I foud out
'~ that we only had 24 in our Association, I was floored. Is there a
reason why our shipmates are no longer interested in their beloved
- ship the USS Wilhoite. Is our dues too high?

Then I got a message that their is only 14 signed up for the

reunion. Is it because it is being held with another destroyer? Some
of us that are in our late 80's just can't attend a lot of things that we
want to so we depend on those that are still young enough to keep

- going and let us old folks know/keep us in the know of what is

- happening.

Is it because you aren't getting a newsletter? For those that have a
B computer, Steve Gergens will put on website. If you don't want a
newsletter, just one of us know and we will take your name off. Also
if you want to just read on website, let us know. That will save
postage. I know that you haven't had a neLizwsltter since last

g September, so we'll try to get it going again if you want it.

Liz Kimball
§ sailingaway1987@gmail.com



Listed below are our Association
Officers. If you need information,
please feel free to contact one of
them.

president: Tom Morrissey
Address: 3240 South 76th
Lincoln, NE 68506
Phone:402-483-6889
Emal:tommorri2010@hotmail.com

Vice President: Lee Robinson
2382 County Rd 207
Brookeland, TX 75931-5202
Phone:409-698-9332

Email: bjr3645@sbcglobal.net

Treasurer:Please send to
Tom Morrissey-address above

Secretary: Bob Gray
3551 Valley Rd
Meridian, MS 39307
601-485-6021/595-2415
davdisabled@att.nett

Chaplain: John Caldwell
Address: 610 Saddle Ridge Ave
Durham, NC 27704-1237
Phone: 919-471-4513

Email: bcaldwell@nc.rr.com

Historian: Bill Endter
Address: 109 Larkspur Lane
Locust Grove. VA 22508
Phone: 703-323-8297
Email: eendter@cox.net

pUES PAID-2019
Aittala Gene (21)
Candor Ray
Carlisle Fred
Cramer Peter
Cusato Paul
Ercek Ron (21)
Frederiksen Geri
Gergens Steve
Hagee Charles
Hawes Eugene (22)
Heller Richard
Horch Linda
Johnson Robert
Kimball Elisabeth
Knight James
Mauldin John
Morrissey Tom
Parker David
Payne Gary
Payson Dave
Rott Ray
Scheeder Richard
Shanahan John
West (Doc) Bill
Wiseman Leonard
Worden Charles
Yonkofski Ben

I CAN'T BELIEVE
FHLS IS

ALL THE SHIPMATES
THAT HAVE HELPED
KEEP OUR
WONDERFUL
DESTROYER USS
WILHOITE 397
ALIVE! IF YOU
CARE PLEASE HELP
bY SENDING YOUR
DONATIONS (DUES)
TO TOM MORRISSEY
ACTING
TREASURER! IF
YOU FEEL THAT
YOU HAVE PAID,
PLEASE LET TOM
KNOW!

THE 2019 DUES IS | &
PAST DUE AND 202( .
WILL BE DUE IN
SEPTEMBER $25.00
PAYABLE TO

USS WILHOITE

% Tom Morrissey
3240 South76th
Lincoln, NE 68506

OUR YEAR RUNS
FROM SEPTEMBER
THROUGH
AUGUST! THANKS
VERY MUCH FOR
JOINING OUR
ASSOCIATION AND |&
KEEPING THE NAME
USS WILHOITE
ALIVE.




This has been a very bad year for our USS Wilhoite. We lost our wonderful and hard working
shipmate Frank Roche. He had served as Treasurer for a lot of years and did a great job, plus being
formost recruiter of other shipmates. He worked tirelessly trying to keep our Association going so
that our USS Wilhoite's name would stay active.

We also lost a wonderful and compasionate young lady, Addie Morrissey, the wife of our President
Tom Morrissey. She loved the USS Wilhoite and was always friendly and outgoing to welcome new
shipmates at our reunions. She will be sadly missed by all and especially me.

Tom would like to thank all of those that expressed sympathy for the loss of my lovely
wife "Addie". This has been one of the hardest voyages that I can think of in my
memory. I miss her a great deal. Thank you!

Then we lost Vicki Johnson, wife of Harvey Johnson. Harvey was Lt. XO and
retired CO.

If any knows of any other passing shipmates, please let either Tom know or you can email me. My
email is sailingaway1987@gmail.com. Or if you know of any shipmates that is sick, let us know.

Let your hope keep you joyful and be patient in your troubles and pray all times.
Romans 12:12



One Of These Five Ships Will Become The U.S.
Navy's Next Frigate

The FFG(X) program is well underway as the Navy selects five
vendors to fully conceptualize their designs before making a final pick
in 2019.

By Tyler Rogoway
. The War Zone

The Navy has moved forward with funding five potential designs that could fulfill its future
guided missile frigate FFG(X) requirement. At least 20 of these vessels will be built, and as we
have discussed in detail before, the project is among the Navy's most important initiatives.
Fielding a highly capable surface combatant that can pick up many missions currently being
conducted by over-tasked and far more expensive destroyers will be essential to providing a
more flexible and sustainable fleet in the decades to come.

New Frigate Program Heats Up As U.S. Navy Says It Will Pay Nearly $1B Per Ship
7 Revolutionary Hardware Changes the US Navy Should Make in the Trump Era
The German Navy Decided To Return Their Bloated New Frigate To The Ship Store
This Christmas
In a Blow to LCS, the US Navy Finally Admits it Needs a Real Frigate
Everything You Need To Know About The Royal Navy's New Type 26 Frigates

The $15M contracts were awarded to General Dynamics Bath Iron Works, Fincantieri Marine,
Huntington Ingalls, Austal USA, and Lockheed Martin. The last two vendors currently build
Littoral Combat Ships—the monohull Freedom class and the Independence class trimaran—for
the U.S. Navy and both of their FFG(X) designs are based on those existing LCS platforms.



Huntington Ingalls will put forward a version of their Patrol Frigate concept based off the
Coast Guard's Legend class National Security Cutter. Fincentieri Marine's design is based on
the the Italian Fregata Europea Multi-Missione (FREMM) frigate. General Dynamics Bath Iron
Works is proposing a modified variant of the F100 frigate, a Spanish design that is also in
service with the Australian Navy.

Spanish F100 frigate alongside an US Arleigh Burke class destroyer.

All five entrants are based on mature platforms that already exist in one fashion or
another. This lowers risk, development time, and cost. It's worth noting that some entrants
are already closer in form to the Navy's requirements than others. Of the five being put
forward, Bath Iron Works F100 class derivative—a ship that was already built for an Aegis
system—seems to match the requirements very closely without major design revisions. It
also helps that two close U.S. allies are already operating the type in separate
configurations. Its elevated superstructure design also provides enhanced line-of-sight for
its phased arrays radars, something the other competitors may have trouble integrating
into their existing designs.




ONE OF FIVE SHIPS (cont)
Austal's FFG(X) design is based on their Independence class Littoral Combat Ship.

The plan is that the Navy will evaluate each design as it matures and will understand the
various options each vendor proposes with their entrant and the projected costs that go
along with them. Finalized proposals will be submitted in 2019 with a single-source

contract being awarded in 2020.

General Dynamics Huntington Ingalls is basing their FFG(X) on their Patrol Frigate
concept which is based on the Legend class cutter. You can see some of their past
iterations on the design in this video. The Navy is willing to spend roughly $1B per
ship, which should buy a very capable surface combatant. You can read all about this
and the requirements set by the Navy for the FFG(X) in this past article.




ONE OF FIVE SHIPS (cont)
25Fincantieri Marine FREMM Frigate.

It is worth noting that one contender was left out of this phase of the program, the U.S.-German
consortium made up of Atlas USA and ThyssenKrupp Marine Systems. ThyssenKrupp is a key
contractor on Germany's abortive Type 125 frigates that the German Navy decided to reject due
to a slew of issues.

Weeks after we initially reported on the blunder the story made international headlines. It's not
clear if the debacle had anything to do with the Navy leaving the team out of the FFG(X) tender.
Being able to produce a frigate with minimal developmental and construction hiccups will be
essential for fielding the first vessels by 2025

Lockheed's FFG(X) concept based on the Freedom class LCS. Note the redesigned superstructure to
accommodate phases array radars.

As far as reforming one of the existing Littoral Combat Ship designs or the FFG(X) role, both
Lockheed and Austal have high hopes that they can keep their LCS production lines open with
FFG(X)s, especially seeing that the LCS production program was curtailed after a dismal record of
meeting its goals.

Lockheed's Freedom class design may have a leg up on Austal's Independence class for the FFG(X)
bid as Saudi Arabia is ordering a variant of the design that has a lot in common with the Navy's
FFG(X) requirements—especially in the anti-air warfare capability department. This could offset
developmental costs for the Navy to some degree, although the idea of sticking with the LCS jet boat
concept—which is largely regarded as vulnerable to battle damage—in an even more bloated form
may be a path the Navy avoids regardless of synergies in development costs and commonality.

There is no doubt that this is an exciting time for many of us who have pled for the Navy to field a
proper frigate for years. With this in mind, the final 2019 selection can't come soon enough.






