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Listed below are our Association Officers.
If you need information, please feel free
to contact one of them.

President: Tom Morrissey

Address: 3240 South 76th
Lincoln, NE 68506
Phone:402-483-6889

Emal: tommorri2010@hotmail.com

Vice President: Lee Robinson

2382 County Rd 207

Brookeland, TX 75931-5202
Phone:409-698-9332/409-656-6063
Email: bjr3645@sbcglobal.net

Treasurer: Frank Roche

Address: 411 Miller Street
Luzerne, PA 18709
Phone:570-287-3992/690-3566
Email:frank3971033@verizon.net

Secretary: Elisabeth Kimball

491 Orchard Creek Drive
Farmington, AR 72730

Phone: 479-280-2776

Email: sailingaway1987@gmail.com

Chaplain: John Caldwell
Address: 610 Saddle Ridge Ave
Durham, NC 27704-1237
Phone: 919-471-4513

Email: bcaldwell@nc.rr.com

Historian: Bill Endter
Address: 109 Larkspur Lane
Locust Grove. VA 22508
Phone: 703-323-8297
Email: eendter@cox.net

DUES PAID-2016

Gene Aittala

Mike Alcorn
Carolyn Aument
Martin Aument
Steven Austin
Billy Baker

David Berry
Richard Cagle
Raymond Candor
Martha Carlisle
Ed Compton
Peter Cramer
Paul Cusato

John Dutchuk
Don Eertmoed
Bill Endter
Ronald Ercek
Gerrie Fredrickson
Betty Gannon
Steve Gergens
Clarence Gray
Charles Hagee
Eugyne Hawes
Will Hays

Richard Heller
Les Hill

Linda Horch
Jimmy Don Hudgens
Roland Huff

Fred Hughes
Vincent Huml
Gary Intemann
Keith Jensen
Julius Kaczmarski
Don Landwehr
Charles Leger
Leroy Long

Ray Markley
Merritt Marquardt
John Mauldin
Charles McFadden
Peter McKallagat
Eugene McKenna

DUES PAID 2016
Mackie McLoy
James McMurdo
Thomas Morrissey
Obie Murphy

Dale Nicol

Edward O'Quin

Bill Owens

William Papenfus
David Parker

Gary Payne

David Payson
Johnny Payton

Art Pohl

Earl Price

Lee Robinson
Frank Roche
Raymond Rott
Donald Ruel
Richard Scheeder
Merrill Schlicker
Theodore Schweyen
John Shanahan
Peter Silhan

David Spaulding
Gene Strickland
Norris Syverson
Charles Tencer
Ross Thompson
Larry Throm

Paul Torriglia
Vernon Valiant
Roger Wermelskirchen
Bill West

Tom West
Wallace Wilson
James Winebarger
Leonard Wiseman
Ben Yonkofski




GET WELL WISHES TO THE FOLLOWING:

Stan Satterfield
Mr. and Mrs. Juliud Kaczmarski
Billie Strickland
Caroline Anderson
These are shipmates or spouses of shipmates that I have heard is
under the weather. If.anyone would like to send a card to them,
let me know and I'll send you theiraddress.

If you know of someone, be sure to let me know and I'll send a
card.

Liz

****************************

Question: What popular soft drink was originally called "Brad’s
Drink"? See answer elsewhere!



SUBMARINES
The Navy has awarded an $18 billion contract to General Dynamics Electric Boat to
build ten more Virginiai-class submarines service officials announced April 28.

The award is the latet contract in an ongoing multi-year effort to build the next
generation attack submarine able to replace the retiring Los Angeles class
submarines. So far, ten Virginia-class submarines are in service, eight Block III
submarines are under construction and now ten Block IV boats are under contract.

Electric Boat also works closely with is major subcontractor, Huntington Ingalls
Industries - Newport News Shipbuilding when it comes to constructing the boats.

"The Block IV contract is a $17.6 billion fixed-price incentive fee, multiyear
procurement contract with economic order quantity that continues the program's
two-per year bui;d rate for fiscal years 2014 through 2018," the announcement said.

also, the Navy will take delivery of the first of the Block II Virginia-class submarines,
the USS North Dakota, this summer. Johnson said the Block IV contract lowers the
per boat unit price compared with the Block III deal.

"The Block IV award is the Iargét shipbuilding contract in U.S. Navy history in terms of
total dollar value and bilds upon the Virginia-class program's successsful Navy tne
industry relationship," Program Excecutive Officer for Submarines Rear Adm. David
Johnson said in a written statement.

The multi-year Block purchase contract is a strategy intended to save money for the
Navy and also secure the engineering expertise and production capacity of the U.S.
industrial base.

"We're continuing with a two per year build cycle. We saved over $2 billion dollars in
this contract as opposed to doing it in annual procurements, "a Navy official said.



Submarines (cont)

The Navy's 2014 30-yeér shipbuilding plan calls for the construction and delivery of
Virginia-class submarines through at least 2043, an acquisition strategy which plans
for a total of 48 to 50 boats, Johnson said.

Since the expected service life of a Virginia-class submarines is 33 years. The
timeline means they will be expected to serve well beyond 2060,Johnson explained.

Block IV Virginia-class submarines are also being engineered to need fewer shipyard
maintenance availabilities, allowing them to increase full-length deployments at sea,
Johnson said.

The goal is to build submarines with longer-lasting parts so that they can deploy 15
times over the course of a 33-year service life, Navy and Electric Boat officials said.
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MY FATHER THE CHIEF
(I am not sure who sent this, but it might have been Dick Scheeder, but if not I am
sorry I did not put a name on documents which I usually do)

When I reported aboard the USS Wilhoite (DER-397), I was a brand-new
Ensign just out of Maritime school. I had a maritime license from the Coast guard as
third assistant engineer steam and diesel all horse powers all oceans. I was a Line
Officer but had no interest in becoming Chief of Naval Operations. I was interested
in becoming Chief Engineer and spent most of my time in the Engine rooms rather
than on the bridge or chart rooms.

The senior chief was Andy Garten ENC, Chief Engineman. Andy was the
Navy's version of Sgt. Bilko. Andy had been in service during the latter part of World
War II and had many service medals and a personality that could manipulate a
stonewall. Andy soon recognized that I had a very strong interest in the plant
details and operation. It soon became a regular routine to tour the spaces with him
early in the morning after quarters and then to retire to the Chiefs quarters for cup
of coffee. My daily visits to the Chiefs quarters gained me a familiarity with most of
the Chiefs on board that few of the other officers had opportunity to obtain.



MY FATHER THE CHIEF (cont)
The Chiefs quarters conversations were probably 15% about the engineering plant
and the rest about personal issues. Mine and those of various Chiefs. The Navy
frowned on close personal relationships between officers and chiefs and other
enlisted personnel. The relationship between Andy and I was becoming far too
close to satisfy Navy policy. While our personal relationship was becoming a
problem-for me-I was benefiting from my relationship with Andy.

The problem of my relationship with Andy was to continue to grow worse.
One evening I ran into him downtown Seattle. We were both in civilian clothes and
he insisted I have a drink with him at one of the loca bars. Then we had another
drink at another one of the local bars. Sometime later in the evening we decided to
return to the ship. As we entered the naval base at Pier 91 in Seattle there was a
Chiefs club close at hand to the main gate. Andy got the idea that I should
accompany him into the Chiefs club have one more drink before we returned to the
ship. I more than willingly agreed to another Rum and coke.

When we entered the club he motioned for me to sit next to him at the bar.
The club was crowded. After a few moments the bartender approached us to take
an order. Andy and bartender were obviously very familiar. The bartender asked
Andy who I was. In Andy's best Sgt. Bilko manner, he said this is my long lost son.
He then filled in a fictitious history about our relationship and how long I was lost
and how he found me in Seattle. The news that Andy had just found his long lost
son spread throughout the bar very quickly. It was obviously the reason for more
celebration and a few more drinks. When questions were posed directly to me he
always interceded and provided the necessary history in response to the question.
The bartender offered that at any time I felt like coming in for a drink, I would be
welcomed.

Sometime later, I'm not sure whether it was hours or days later that we
decided we had to return to the ship. It obviously would not have been good to see
us returning hanging onto each other as we crossed the Brow. So we split up and
he boarded the ship first and I boarded a few minutes later weaving up the brow
crossing the deck down to the after Officers quarters.



MY FATHER THE CHIEF (cont)
The above described escapade was such fun that we decided to repeat
. it. We would leave the ship separately proceeded to town and meet at some
predetermined location. Sometime later in the evening we would work our
way back to the base and to the chiefs club. We would have a few drinks
there and separate to return to the ship.

The end of this charade came one evening when I was returning to the
ship my myself-in uniform. Three or four of the DER's were moored in a nest
with my ship being outboard. As I approached the inboard ship I observed
that a Chief Petty Officer was the officer of the deck. Wiith the distance
between the Chief and myself decreasing with each step I took - I was
becoming very nervous as I recognized him as one of the Chief's I had met
during a Chief's Club visit. There was simultaneous facial recognition. My
cover was blown and I did not know what to say to the chief. After saluting
and requesting to come aboard, I made several silly comments that I cannot
recall at this moment. Whatever the comments, I remember that it made the
situation just that much more awkward.

I did not again visit the Pier 91 Chief's Club.

A few times thereafter I would run into one of the Chief's from the club
who would then address.me as Mr. Garten with a grin and a friendly salute.
Andy never told me how he was kidded during his regular subsequent trips to
the club-but he was Wilhoite's indomitable Sgt. Bilko - and proudly my
mentor.
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NAVY TRIVIA
In what year did the Forestry Green uniform of the U.S. Marine Corps
was authorized for aviation officers as a winter working uniform. The
earliest use of the uniform by enlistd men came in 1941 when Chief
Petty Officers designated as Naval Aviation Pilots were authorized to
wear the uniform. In November 1985 Aviation Working Greens were
authorized for wear by women in the aviation community.

Find the year somewhere else.



THE MEANING OF THE RING FINGER

Your thumbs mean your Mother and your Father

Your second finger is your siblings (brothers and sisters)
Your middle finger represents you

Your fourth finger represents your life partner

Your fifth finger represents your children.

1st Put your hands together tips to tips and then bend down your third finger.

2nd Now open your thumbs. Your parents are not destined to be with y ou all
your life. Some day they will leave you.

3rd Now open your second finger. Your siblings are not to be around.
They will leave someday and have their own families.

4th  Now open your little finger. This represents your chiildren. They will leave
you and have their own families.

5th Now try to open your fourth finger. You will see that you cannot because
husband and wife are suppose to be together forever.

*************************************

WONDERFUL FUDGE FOR CHRISTMAS AND VERY EASY
Using a large pan (one that doesn't stick easy) Melt 1 Ib real butter and 1 1b
Velveeta Cheese
After it has melted add 4 Ibs Powdered sugar, 1 cup cocoa and you can add
vanilla, nuts if you want to. This will be very thick and have plenty of room to
take out of large pan. It makes a lot. I put either wax paper or Alumium foil
down and spread on top of that. It does well in freezer or Refrigerate.



THE BATTLING BOY OF BENGHAZI

We're the battling boys of Benghazi, no fame, no glory, no paparazzi.
Just a fiery death in a blazing hell, defending our country we loved so well.
It wasn't our job, but we answered the call, fought to the Consulate and
scaled the wall.

We pulled twenty countrymen from the jaws of fate, led them to safety and
stood at the gate.

Just the two of us and foes by the score, but we stood fast to bar the door.
Three calls for reinforcement, but all were denied, so we fought and we
fought and we fought 'til we died.

We gave our all for our Uncle Sam but our grovernment did not give a dam.
Just two dead Seals who carried the load, no thanks to us...we were just
"Bumps in the Road".
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TRIVIA CHALLENGE
Famous Generals and today it is MATTHEW RIDGWAY ..

1.  Matthew Ridgway suffered a serious shoulder injury while
commanding the U.S. XVIII Airborne Corps during what March 1945
operation? °

Operation Slapstick
Operation Varsity
Operation Turkey Buzzard
Operation Hasty
Operation Colossus
2.  Matthew Ridgway, who is often credited with turning around the UN

forces during the Korean War--took command of the 8th Army in 1950
when what General died?

John Church
William F. Dean
Oliver Smith
Walton Walker
Douglas MacArthur



MARINE CORPS INFORMATION

The Marine Coirps is modernizing one of its most reliable battle platform: the M1A1
Abrams tank.

A trio of upgrades to the tank commander's weapon station will give tank commanders
and gunners a "hunter-killer edge" over the enemy, according to an announcement
from Marine Corp Systems Command. The improvements include better sights on the
Abrams integrated display and targeting system (AIDATS), simplified handling with a
single set of controls, and a "slew to cue" button that repositions the turret with a
single command, officials said.

The display improvements will replace a black-and white camera view with a color one
and add thermal sights that can be used day or night. The color display is a particularly
significant gain, said Michael Kreiner, AIDATS project officer in SYSCOM's Armor and
Fire Support Systems division.

"Users didn't like the black and white camera that was in the tank before, because they
have hard time distinguishing between different color trucks,"Kreiner said in a
statement.

Taken together, these systems could be a significant boon for the tank commander.
Officials said preliminary testing showed use of the upgrades reduced target
engagement time from six seconds to three by allowing the commander and the gunner
to work more closely and collaborate better on target acquisitioin.

Testing on the upgrades is ongoing at Abderdeen Proving Ground in Marylanbd. All
three systems are expected to be fielded at the same time in the first quarter of 2018,
according to the announcement.






